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The Movement of People Across Taiwan
Under the Tension of Cross-Strait Relations:
A Case Study of Policy Responses in China
and Taiwan

Kazuyoshi Komami
Associate Professor, Ritsumeikan International, Ritsumeikan University

[Abstract)

Since the presidential inauguration of Democratic Progressive
Party’s Tsai Ing-wen in May 2016, the exchange of movement among
people across the Taiwan strait came to a deadlock. The rising
tension in the Taiwan-China relations caused the number of mainland
Chinese tourists who visited Taiwan in 2017 has fallen to 2.696
million, down 35% from 4.144 million Chinese tourists in 2015. By
observing Taiwan’s movement of people through a focus on the Cross-
strait relations, the exchange of people across the strait appeared to
diversify despite the increasing pressure from China. First, Kinmen
county has experienced a surge of Chinese tourists and a rising
trend among Chinese students to pursue their diplomas in Taiwanese
universities. Furthermore, more Taiwanese students are considering
Chinese universities for higher education since 2017. It is apparent
that China is pressuring the Tsai administration by targeting Taiwanese
youth through its policies, encouraging Taiwanese to pursue their
education and careers in mainland China. On the other hand, the
result of President Tsai Ing-wen’s New Southbound Policy emerges
as the increasing number of South East Asian tourists and students
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compensates for the declining influx of mainland Chinese visitors.
When it comes to the dialogue exchange among the people of Taiwan,
China, and the international community, the governments across the
straits compete by proposing their policies on the movement of people
exchange independently; hence, it highlights the escalated rivalry in

the Cross-strait relations.

Keywords: Cross-strait Relations, Movement of People, “31
Preferential Policies for Taiwan”, New Southbound Policy
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